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Introduction of Co-Testing for ALL Cervical Cytology Samples 
 
Dear Colleague, 
 
A new approach to cervical cancer screening has emerged among healthcare providers determined 
to further reduce the incidence of cervical cancer: co-testing with cervical cytology and HPV testing 
(pooled and individual genotyping for HPV types 16 and 16/18) for women. HPV testing combined 
with cervical cytology gives smear takers and clinicians a greater opportunity to address pre-cancer 
risk and gives women greater certainty (and less ambiguity) around understanding their risk of 
cervical cancer.  
 
From the 1st of July 2019 MedLab Pathology will be introducing Co-Testing for all LBC sample 
requests. This improvement to our cervical screening process is being introduced to ensure that your 
patients receive the very highest standard of testing available in detecting abnormalities associated 
with cervical cancer.  
 
What does Co-Testing mean for your practice? 

 Identification of women with pre-cancer or at risk of pre-cancer that are missed by cytology 
alone. 

 Enhanced risk-stratification that allows you to focus on those women in need of the greatest 
care, and reassure the vast majority that they are at very low risk and protect them from 
unnecessary interventions. 

Co-Testing has been shown to increase detection of early cervical cancer and CIN lesions in women 
followed for a median of 6.5 years (Lancet 2014 Feb 8;383(9916):524). 

A growing body of literature supports the benefits of pooled high-risk HPV (hrHPV) testing when 
used with cervical cytology in cervical cancer screening of women aged 30 years or older. A large 
U.S. observational study showed that HPV testing promoted identification of women who developed 
cervical cancer, notably adenocarcinoma, an uncommon but particularly lethal form of cervical 
cancer whose precursors are poorly identified by Pap cytology alone.1

 

 
What is Co-Testing? 
Co-Testing means that your patient’s samples will have a Cervical Cytology test AND a High-Risk 
Human Papillomavirus Virus (HPV) test simultaneously from the same sample vial 
 
WHAT DOES THIS MEAN? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 From the 1st of July 2019 you will no longer be able to request a Cervical Cytology test or a 
HR-HPV test alone. 
 

 All Thin Prep samples received into MedLab from this date will automatically receive  a Co-
Test (Cytology & HPV analysis together) 
 

 All HPV results will now automatically include partial genotyping for HR-HPV 16 & 18 
 

 There will be NO change to the sample requirements or smear taking process.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24192252?dopt=Abstract
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ACS, ASCCP, & ASCP 2012 guidelines update: 

In March 2012, new guidelines for the prevention and early detection of cervical cancer were issued 
jointly by the American Cancer Society (ACS), the American Society for Colposcopy and Cervical 
Pathology (ASCCP), and the American Society for Clinical Pathology (ASCP). 

Using HPV testing in addition to a cytology test is preferable to using a cytology test alone for 
women ages 30 – 65 years2.  Moreover, it is recommended that individual genotyping for HPV 16 or 
HPV 16 and 18 may be used when women have a negative cytology test but have positive results on 
a test for “pooled” high-risk HPV types. As an alternative for managing these patients, the guidelines 
continue to offer the option of repeating cytology and HPV testing at a one-year interval.  
 
 
What is the Turnaround Time for Co-Testing? 
Turnaround times for Co-Testing will be 10 working days from receipt of sample to our laboratory. 
 
 
How much does Co-Testing Cost? 
The price is €85.00 and will include the analysis for both your PAP and HPV tests (including High Risk 
genotyping for HPV 16 and 18) 
 
 
How to Order Tests? 
To access Co-Testing analysis please complete one of our new Cervical Cytology request forms which 
are available for download from our website. Please send private LBC samples to MedLab Pathology 
separately, i.e. please do not send private LBC to MLP in a NSS CervicalCheck transport box. 
 
 
Should you have any queries relating to this change in service please contact us on 1800 30 33 49 or 
email customersupport@medlabpathology.ie  
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